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We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and will have a prosperous New Year!   

 

Our membership ends the year with 217 paid members, our most ever.  We welcome our new 

members listed below: 

 

Fred Carlson, NV              Jim Geil, NV 

Rosie Cevasco, NV              Effie Lantia, NV    

Maggie Cotton, CA                 Gigi Living History, NV 

Maurizio Di Cicco, NV     Karen Stoldal Laumbach, NV 

Mark & Rosie Desrochers, CA         Brett Walker, CA 

Dr. I. Feldkamp IV, CA               Joseph Woznicki, MA   

Gloria Geil, NV                     

 

Dues are due -  Our dues run from January to December.  Our members are our most important 

asset – we need all of you.  If you’ve already renewed, thank you and if you haven’t, would 

really appreciate your taking the time to send in your renewal.  You can either renew on line at 

www.goldfieldhistoricalsociety.com using Paypal or through the mail – P.O. Box 393, Goldfield, 

NV  89013.  We don’t have a renew button on line but check your level of membership and use 

Paypal – the system will let us know. 

 

High School Update – The steel roof covering replacement project is well underway.  The 

scaffolding sub-contractor, Vertical Access, completed the scaffolding installation on October 

26.  Our general contractor, Spectra Company, removed the original 117 year-old standing seam 

steel roof covering and completed installing new plywood sheathing over the existing 1”x 6” 

wood plank sheathing on December 15.  The roofing sub-contractor, Cooper Roofing, completed 

installation of the underlayment synthetic sheeting on December 19.  Spectra will complete the 

rebuilding of the chimneys and rain gutters in early January, after which Cooper will install the 

original-style standing seam metal roof covering.  Baring inclement weather, the work should be 

complete and scaffolding removed by Vertical Access by the first of February.  After 15 years of 

structurally stabilizing the building to prepare for a new roof, the Society is very close to having 

that non-leaking roof!   

 

The CCCHP awarded the Society an additional $37,629.49 under the FY19-20 Grant and an 

additional $154,462.33 under the FY 21-22 Grant.  This may look like a lot of money but it cost 

over $50,000 just to have the scaffolding put up.  We are very grateful for these grants as we 

would not be able to continue the work needed to keep the High School standing and protected. 
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                                                  New Plywood Installed 

   
T&G BoxCars – We received a grant that has allowed us to do some work on our box cars.  

Basically, we’re replacing three of the doors.  It has taken awhile to assemble all the pieces and 

parts required.  In July, Jim and I drove to Pahrump to acquire the lumber required for this 

project.  Then we had to get the metal parts manufactured.  They turned out great and they have 

since been powder coated.  Still need to acquire the nuts and bolts.  This all took awhile and now 

it’s winter and we’ll have to wait til next year, to build and hang the doors. 
 
Photos by Jim Price 

                   Parts from the Foundry 
 



Goldfield Birthday –   Goldfield’s Birthday was celebrated on October 21, 2023.  It was the 

120th  and was held at the Community Center. We had the usual cake and punch as well as 

historical displays – particularly by Gigi of Gigi Living History.  It was quite an impressive 

historic display.    Quite a few people attended.  Patty Huber-Beth graciously stood out front 

drawing people in which was a great success.  Bill Beltz set up his faro table and everyone had a 

good time.  Thanks to Edie Koepnick for organizing the Party once again.        

                  
Photos provided by Edie Koepnick 
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              Gigi Living History Display 

 Patty Huber-Beth Dressed for the Party 
 

In Remembrance – Fran and Terry Terras sent a check for $100 in remembrance of Gwendolyn Breen 

Slabotsky, December 16, 1943-August 20, 2023. 

Marilyn Seay also sent $100 in remembrance of Gwendolyn Breen 

 

Donations –  Richard & Elizabeth Clauser sent in a check for $50.  Thank you. 

 

David and Karen Cullens donated $100 cash.  Thank you 

 

Kim & Philip Henrick donated $250 to be divided between the general fund and the high school fund.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

Jeff Fitzgerald & Joan Sidell contributed $125.  Also wanted to mention that they volunteer for the 

cemetery upkeep which is much appreciated.  Thank you. 

 

Dave Mull contributed $500 to the Historical Society.  Thank you. 

 



Brian Norden sent along $1,000.  Really appreciate these year end contributions.  Thank you  

 

Jim Price & Joan Sieber also contributed $500 to the Historical Society. 
 

John Rudderow & Deana Glatz have donated $3,500 to the Society.  $2,500 will go to the General 

Fund and $1,000 will go for the Preservation Fund.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 

An anonymous member donated $250 for the building fund.  Thanks to all who are able to make 

additional donations – it really helps.  It’s a great morale booster for us volunteers! 

 
Nevada Magazine & Visitor Guide for Winter 2023-24 published an article on page 40 named  

“The Glory of Goldfield” Remembering Nevada’s last great boomtown 100 years after its almost 

complete destruction.  Nice history from the beginning to the fire in July 1923.   

 

Looking Back on 2023 - This past year has brought an almost complete rebuilding of the High 

School roof.  The flat roof has been replaced and the sloped roof is in process. This has been a 

long-awaited improvement.  

   

We’ve also received many generous donations from our members throughout the year which is 

greatly appreciated.  Coleen Garland donated part of her book collection. 

 

We obtained a grant from the National Railway Historical Society to build the missing doors on 

the boxcars.  I’m hoping that project can be reported as complete this next year.  It has taken 

awhile to get all the hardware.   

 

We had our first Goldfield Historical Society Social in June, thanks to Edie Koepnick. In July, 

John Ekman, Edie Koepnick, Jim Price and myself represented the Historical Society at the 

2nd annual Mining Park Soiree.   It was well attended and we signed up 9 new members!  We 

participated in the Goldfield Days parade and gave tours of the High School.  We celebrated 

Goldfield’s 120th Birthday with cake and punch – again Edie spearheaded that event.  We sold 

the two lots that were owned by the Society at Crystal and 5th St.  And we received the Preserve 

Nevada Organization Award for our efforts in preserving Goldfield’s history.  Not a bad year. 

 

However, we did lose a dear, dear friend – Richard Koepnick in January.  There isn’t an event 

that happens in Goldfield when we don’t think about Richard.  He was always there and with a 

smile on his face saying “How can I help”.   

 

We also lost Lee Boblet.  He was a member of the Blue Canyon Gang and was always in the 

parade during Goldfield Days.    

 
Goldfield Historical Society Meeting – The next meeting will be held on January 9 at 7 p.m. at the 

Goldfield Chamber building. 

 

Our President, John Ekman, wrote an article that appeared in the July/August 2023 issue of the 

AMICA (Automatic Musical Instrument Collectors’ Association) magazine which is reprinted on 

the next page.  I thought you all might enjoy it. 

 
Please let me know if your e-mail or address changes, so that I can update the membership list and you’ll continue to receive 
our newsletter.  For those who continue to receive a printed newsletter, if you can provide an e-mail address we would 
appreciate it as it would save us money on postage to send you the newsletter by e-mail. 
If you have any comments or suggestions regarding the newsletter, please send them to Joan Sieber at jcsie@pacbell.net. 
 
The Goldfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 393, Goldfield, NV  89013 
The Goldfield Historical Society is a tax-exempt organization under IRS Code Section 501©3 and under Nevada State Law. Tax 
Id. #88-0192171 
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