
 

 
 
 

1908 GOLDFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
RESTORATION PROGRESS 

 
 
     The Goldfield High School, dedicated in 1908, is one of the most significant buildings remaining in 
the Goldfield National Historic District.  Last used in 1953, it has been shuttered and unmaintained for 
most of the last 60 years.  The Goldfield Historical Society (Society) has recently undertaken the 
stabilization and restoration of the building, with the intention of utilizing it to interpret the natural and 
cultural history of Esmeralda County and as a community center to support the cultural and 
educational needs of the community.  Below is a time line of our efforts to this point. 
 
2005…Deteriorating mortar, caused by years of rain and snow infiltration through a failing roof, 
results in the eastern portion of the south wall collapsing completely.  Volunteers replace the basement 
portion of the wall with a temporary structure to retain the adjacent soil and prevent surface water from 
entering the building and brace some of the more unstable masonry with posts and beams. 
 
2006-2007…Volunteers continue to brace the building, including the central skylight and begin 
patching the roof with donated materials. 
 
2008…The building and land are donated to a Nevada non-profit corporation, to be held in perpetuity 
for the people of Goldfield and Esmeralda County.  Our state-non profit Society applies for and 
receives its 501.c.3 non-profit determination from the IRS.  It applies for, and receives a $296,000 
National Park Service Save America’s Treasures (SAT) matching funds grant, to be administered by 
the Society to restore the building. 
 
2009…Fundraising and donation solicitations are begun in earnest.  The Society applies for and 
receives $10,272 in National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP) grant funds and, along with 
$10,678 in private donations, matches $20,950 of our SAT grant for a total of $41,900 to begin 
stabilization at the south and southeast portions of the building, using tensioned beams to hold the 
walls vertical and support interior floors and ceilings. 



 
2010…The Society applies to, and appears before, the Nevada Commission for Cultural Affairs(CCA) 
for matching funds and is awarded $165,000, with another possible award in the ensuing year.  Those 
funds are not forthcoming due to the financial condition of the state. 
 
2011…The Society applies for, and receives $10,000 in NTHP grant funds and, along with $1,000 in 
private donations, matches $11,000 of our SAT grant for a total of $22,000 to conduct an Interior 
Historic Structures Report(HSR).  This Interior Report, along with an Exterior HSR, is required by the 
Park Service before any permanent work can be done. 
 
2012…Volunteers continue to work on the building and, with a $1,000 private donation, matches 
$1,000 of our SAT grant for a total of $2000 to rent a lift to further patch the roof and brace the 
masonry on the south side. 
 
2013…The Society appears before the CCA to again make our case for matching funds for our SAT 
grant which the Park Service, after having granted many extension requests, will withdraw on 
November 30.  The Society applies for and receives $5000 in NTHP grant funds and, along with $7000 
in private donations, matches $12,000 of our SAT grant for a total of $24,000 to conduct an Exterior 
(HSR). 
 
 
 
     The Society outlines the near-term scope of work as follows: 
 
       1. Stabilize the structure with temporary tension and compression members. 
 
       2. Repair foundations and exterior walls 
 
       3. Install temporary roof, with adequate drainage in the soffit area to preclude roof  
           runoff infiltrating the exterior walls. 
 
       4. Seal windows and other openings against moisture infiltration. 
 
       5. Begin permanent structural repairs. 
 
       6. Begin permanent non-structural repairs. 
 
     These tasks, due to limited funding at this time, will be limited to the more 
     deteriorated south half of the building.  

 
 
 


